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The ideal
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The reality
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The role of generalist repositories



5

But what about…

• Data discovery across repositories

• Sensitive data that can’t be shared through a repository

• Emergence of new discipline-specific repositories

• Studies with data in multiple repositories
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The role of data catalogs
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Data discovery

• Data discovery across repositories

• Sensitive data that can’t be shared through a repository

• Emergence of new discipline-specific repositories

• Studies with data in multiple repositories
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Subject specific repositories have different 
organizing principles
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As do researchers

A given researcher may want –

• All types of data for a specific organism

• All types of data related to a specific disease

• A particular data type across species

• …
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Metadata mapping
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Metadata mapping
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Sensitive data

• Data discovery across repositories

• Sensitive data that can’t be shared through a repository

• Emergence of new discipline-specific repositories

• Studies with data in multiple repositories
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Changing landscape

• Data discovery across repositories

• Sensitive data that can’t be shared through a repository

• Emergence of new discipline-specific repositories

• Studies with data in multiple repositories



NIH BRAIN Initiative funded data archives
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But what about…

• Data discovery across repositories

• Sensitive data that can’t be shared through a repository

• Emergence of new discipline-specific repositories

• Studies with data in multiple repositories





21

Where do librarians fit in?

Providing support, resources, and/or training to:

● Select an appropriate data repository

● Organize data and assign metadata

● Identify appropriate standards

● Effectively locate appropriate data
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Trainings to support DMSP policy
• NIH DMSP Immersion Workshop

(2/17/23)
• 6 hour deep dive on policy and each

component of the required DMSP

• NIH DMSP On-demand Webinars
• 5 webinars covering the policy and

practitioner perspectives on different
aspects of support

• NIH Data Management and Sharing Plan
Overview

• Creating Data Management Plans with
DMPTool (2/15/23)

Other data trainings
• Fundamentals of Health Sciences

Research Data Management
• Fundamentals of Health Data Science

(Sep-Nov 2023)
• Introduction to Research Data

Services
• Inclusive Data & Data Accessibility

Mini-Course (April 2023)

https://www.nnlm.gov/about/centers/ncds

https://www.nnlm.gov/about/centers/ncds
https://www.nnlm.gov/training/class/data-management-sharing-policy-webinars-dmsp-demand
https://www.nnlm.gov/training/class/creating-data-management-plans-dmptool-0
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Resources
• NIH Data Management and Sharing

Policy Toolkit
• Data Repository Finder (in process)
• Data Glossary

Internship Program
• 10 week summer internship in

data librarianship for 12 graduate
students or recent grads from
communities that are
underrepresented in the
profession

https://www.nnlm.gov/about/centers/ncds

https://www.nnlm.gov/about/centers/ncds
https://www.nnlm.gov/guides/data-glossary
https://www.nnlm.gov/guides/nnlm-toolkit-nih-data-management-and-sharing-policy
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Questions?
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